Monday, September 14, 2018
Mr. Erik Solheim

United Nations Avenue, Gigiri
PO Box 30552, 00100 ﬁ

]
Nairobi, Kenya I
cc: United Nations Environment Program

Global Alliance for
Incinerator Alternatives

Dear Erik Solheim, Global Anti-incinerator Alliance

We were dismayed to see that the United Nations Environment has expressed its support for the
controversial Reppie Waste-to-Energy Project. This misguided plan is setting the region on the
wrong path: one that encourages waste instead of reducing it, and puts the surrounding
community’s health at risk. We are also concerned with UN Environment’s inconclusive stance on
incineration in Africa, as outlined in its latest Outlook Report.

According to the UN Environment’s own report, waste incineration is especially unfeasible for low
and middle income countries like those in Africa, due to its cost-prohibitive nature and unsuitable
waste composition [pp.22-pp.26]. As stated in the report: “WtE technologies are...typically both a
more expensive way of managing waste and a more expensive way of producing energy.” However
later in another report, one of the authors--who is connected with the Danish incinerator industry--
writes favorably of incineration [pp.141-148].

The U.S. and EU are already moving away from incineration, with the understanding that
incineration stands in the way of a zero waste, circular economy. Why should Africa be treated
differently than its Northern counterparts? It seems that in response to “waste-to-energy”’s waning
popularity in the West, the incinerator industry is attempting to make a profit by exporting
Europe’s old waste management approach to Africa, undermining both regions’ zero waste goals.

The Reppie project might be lucrative for the multinational company behind it, Cambridge
Industries Ltd, but it is a burden on the surrounding communities who will be exposed to the
emissions that result from burning waste. In fact, the waste incineration industry has the highest
negative economic impacts from air pollution compared to the financial value added by the
industry. Trash incineration emits large quantities of pollution including nitrogen oxides (NOx),
mercury, dioxins, and ultra-fine particles. Incinerators are also a major contributor to climate
change.

Africa has the opportunity to build a just, equitable Zero Waste economy by enacting policy
mechanisms to phase out the sale of wasteful products, create markets for reduction and reuse, and
build more robust zero waste infrastructure. Instead, incinerator projects like Reppie lock cities
into a cycle of burning that directly competes with zero waste efforts like recycling, composting,
and other waste reduction strategies.


https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/ethiopias-waste-energy-plant-first-africa
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/8648
http://web.unep.org/ietc/publication/africa-waste-management-outlook
http://www.no-burn.org/incinerators_denied/
https://zerowasteeurope.eu/2017/06/press-release-european-parliaments-report-calls-for-halt-on-harmful-subsidies-to-waste-incineration/
https://ilsr.org/stop-trashing-the-climate/
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.101.5.1649
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.101.5.1649
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/60000AVO.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=2006+Thru+2010&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5Czyfiles%5CIndex%20Data%5C06thru10%5CTxt%5C00000000%5C60000AVO.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL

We ask the UN Environment to give a clear stance and policy statement supporting sustainable
waste and resource management approaches at the top of the waste hierarchy, to refrain from

endorsing waste incineration projects, particularly here in Africa, and to stop advocating waste
incineration in all the agency’s publications and statements.
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